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What (who) is public health?

• Politicians
• Policy makers
• Strategy
• Social policy



Public health is managing threats to the 
health of a community (Wikipedia)

Health promotion



Basics: 
• How many, who, where, why
• Trends by time, survival
• Estimates for future



Finnish Cancer Registry
Institute for Statistical and Epidemiological Cancer Research

www.cancerregistry.fi



Age-adjusted (world standard) incidence rates of selected cancers in 1954-2003 (3-year periods) 

Time trends of 
cancer incidence 
1954-2003, males

Finnish Cancer Registry



Age-adjusted 
incidence and 
mortality of cancer 
1953-2005

Finnish Cancer Registry



Cancer incidence in Nordic countries, 
map animations 

Pukkala & al (2007) astra.cancer.fi/cancermaps/Nordic
Patama & al (2008) astra.cancer.fi/cancermaps/Nordic/mort



Nordic cancer statistics (NORDCAN)

Engholm & al (2008) Association of the Nordic Cancer Registries 
www.ancr.nu



Breast cancer incidence in Nordic 
countries 1953-2005, women



Cancer incidence in Nordic countries 
1971-2003, map animations 

Pukkala & al (2007) astra.cancer.fi/cancermaps/Nordic
Patama & al (2008) astra.cancer.fi/cancermaps/Nordic/mort






